Dear Editor,

OSA Archivum (1051 Budapest, Arany Janos. u. 32.,
www.archivum.ws) cordially invites you to the open-
ing of Raoul Wallenberg's Office in the Second House
of Sweden, the embassy of Sweden in Second Life
(SL). SL is a three-dimensional virtual world imagin-
ed and created by its residents, who interact with
each other through animated alter egos known as
motional avatars.

The invitees will participate simultaneously at
three press conferences: at the international
press conference in Budapest they will be able
to follow the virtual press conference in SL and
ask questions from the Swedish Foreign Minister,
Carl Bildt, and Olle Wiastberg, the Director of the
Swedish Institute. A video-link will make it possible
for them to be present also at the international
press conference in Stockholm organized at the
same time.

Sweden is the first country to open a virtual embassy
in Second Life, while OSA Archivum is a pioneer in
introducing historical content into SL. Together they
are producing an interactive multimedia exhibit that
not only has serious educational and humanitarian
effects, but also stretches the boundaries of what one
can do with new technologies. Following the prolong-
ed success of their joint exhibition titled “Raoul Wal-
lenberg — One Man Can Make a Difference,” the
Swedish Institute and OSA Archivum are continuing
their cooperation and common thinking by intro-
ducing Wallenberg's fallible personal story into a
new dimension.

As a humanitarian attaché at the Swedish Legation
in Budapest in 1944-1945, Raoul Wallenberg worked
to rescue Hungarian Jews from deportation and
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death. By distributing protective passports and set-
ting up safe houses in the international ghetto of the
city, he managed to save thousands of lives. Soon
after the Soviet occupation, he disappeared and is
said to have died in Soviet custody two years later.
The true circumstances of his disappearance and
death remain unknown.

Located in the lobby area of the Second House of
Sweden, Raoul Wallenberg's Office is the replica of
his office in Budapest; the furniture and other ob-
jects have been recreated using a 3D modeling tool.
Inside, visitars (visiting avatars) have the opportunity
to listen to a reenactment of Wallenberg dictating his
last, semi-fictional diplomatic report on January 16,
1945, the day before he disappeared. In an emotional
monologue that turns into conditional time travel,
he gives an account of his rescue efforts and muses
about his uncertain future.

Taking advantage of the unique and flexible environ-
ment, visitars are able to interact with Wallenberg's
personal belongings and the archival documents on
display. They can make copies of these or get more
information about them through explanatory note-
cards and external web links, download the audio
stream to their own computers, or sit at Wallenberg's
desk and instantly discuss their impressions with
other visitars.

O www.archivum.ws/secondlife

O secondhouseofsweden.com

O www.sweden.se/templates/cs/News_16111.aspx
O secondlife.com

TIME: WED., MAY 30, 2007, 9:00 AM
VENUE: OSA ARCHIVUM

1051 BUDAPEST, ARANY JANOS UTCA 32.
CONTACT: ILDIKO CSIKOS

EMAIL: CSIKOSI@CEU.HU
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