
This film screening event presents communist-era representations
of religion of trial. We contrast a Khrushchev-era anti-religious
propaganda film from the Soviet Union with a Hungarian film that
employs an ethnographic eye on its object of derision. The screenings 
will be followed by a discussion with the curators and researchers
of the Hidden Galleries project, James Kapaló and Kinga Povedák
who will present their own research and that of Hidden Galleries
collaborator Tatiana Vagramenko.

ABOUT THE EVENT:

RELIGION
ON TRIAL?

DATE: March 4, 2020, 6pm

FILM AND RELIGION
DURING COMMUNISM

01

The End of Spider

Kyiv 1959, Director: Rafail Nakhmanovich,
in Ukrainian with English subtitles,
18 min

“The End of Spider” is a Soviet anti-religious 
propaganda film from 1959. It features a show-
trial against a small community of True Orthodox 
(or Ioannite) believers from Ukraine. Father 
Mitrofan, the priest of the community,
was known among believers as a miraculous 
healer. The village, where he lived, attracted 
numerous pilgrims who sought his blessing and 
spiritual help. The film was made under the 
direct supervision of the Soviet security service 
(KGB). Some photos found in the secret police 
file were borrowed from this film and were
used as criminal evidence against the
believers on trial.

02

Szentkút [Holy Well]

Budapest 1961, director: János Kis,
in Hungarian with English subtitles,
12 min

The film presents Mátraverebély-Szentkút –
a recognized pilgrimage-site with centuries-long 
history. The subtitle for this film is The Poisonous 
Kiss and refers to the framing ideological logic 
behind this documentary. The film focuses on the 
public health hazards associated with infections
from ‘miraculous water’ but most importantly from 
touching and kissing holy statues by pilgrims.

WE WILL SCREEN TWO FILMS: THE EVENT WILL BE IN ENGLISH.



FAITH
TRUST
SECRECY

RELIGION THROUGH
THE LENSES OF THE
SECRET POLICE

Galeria Centralis / Blinken OSA
H-1051 Budapest, Arany János u. 32.
Tue–Sun / 10:00 AM – 06:00 PM
Monday closed.
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Galeria Centralis
Blinken Open Society Archives
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